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Ministers of State. The British force sent against this post con-
sisted of detachments of the 38th Foot, the 18th Native Infantry
and the Bengal Artillery, the whole under the command of Major
Evans, 38th Foot, and accompanied by a naval force under
Captain Chads. With the loss of three British wounded, the
enemy were driven out of their stockades, and the detachment
then returned to Rangoon.

During the rest of October and November, the troops enjoyed
comparative rest, and this interval, together with the approach
of a more healthy season, and improved supplies, contributed
materially to improve the condition of the men, and diminish
the number of the sick. The force therefore was gathering
vigour for the renewal of operations.

On the 26th November, the Madras European Regiment with
a detachment of 28th Native Infantry and some guns sailed from
Rangoon for the purpose of taking possession of Pegu, which
was effected without opposition on the 29th.

The Burmans meanwhile were not idle. The successful capture
of the strongest stockades, and the prolonged occupation of
Rangoon, had begun in the estimation of the Burmese themselves
to alter the character of the war, and the King of Ava, at last
realizing that the British could not be dislodged without a deter-
mined effort, had recalled his armies from Arakan and Assam,
and, concentrating the whole of his power, gave the command to
Bandula, whose reputation from his success at Bamu stood
very high. This General's retreat from Raniu, and subsequent
march through Arakan, which in the middle of the rains must have
been a very arduous one, relieved the inhabitants of Calcutta,
as has been already noticed, from considerable anxiety; and,
shortly afterwards, enabled our troops in that quarter to advance
into the very interior of Arakan, taking possession of the capital
of that province.

Upon the arrival of Bandula at Ava, no expense was spared
in equipping a large force for him, and by the end of October, it
was estimated that 50,000 men were collected for the advance
on Rangoon. After a short delay in the capital, this favourite
General set out for Donubyu, accompanied by a large fleet of war-
boats. His advance was hailed with delight by the British, and pre-
parations were speedily made for tis reception, At this time 600